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QUESTION 1 

Refer to the hypothetical interaction below and answer the questions that 

follow. 

Ll V: c'mon, lets go! 

L2 c'mon ma::n 

L3 Is there a probl'm? Are ju not joinin the march? 

L4 S: (0.7) 

L5 Eish, we:::III~d like to but I've a presentationto make tomorrow 

L6 

a) What kindOfa response is given by S? [5 marks] 

b) Briefly discuss the discourse practices S has used to respond to Vand 

give reasons why he might have used them. [20 marks] 

c) How is the pause in L4 a conditional relevance and not a dispreferred 

response? [ 5marks] 



QUESTION 2 


According to Hutchby and Wooffitt (2008:49), the turn-taking model 

developed by Sacks (1974) begins from the idea that, turns at talk are 
~ . -. 

"resources which, like goods in an eC0I'l0my, are distributed in systematic ways 

among speakers." With c1oserefeFenceto the interaction below, discuss the 

notion of turn-taking and adjacency pairs in talk-in-interaction. =[30 marks] 

L1 Patient: Do you think I'm insane? 

L2 Doctor: Do ybuthi'lk so? 

L3 Patient: No, ofpourse not. 

L4 [loctor: BUt IJhi'll< you are. 

QUESTIOl\l3 

Schegloff (2007) asserts that there are measures that a current speaker takes 

in order to maximize the occurrence of a sequence with a preferred SPP. These 

are pre-expansion, insert expansions and post expansions. With close 

reference to the interaction below, and any other you might have heard, 

discuss the nature and significance of pre-expansions in talk. = [30 marks] 



• 


(Telephone conversation between Nelson and Clara, where Nelson is the 

caller and Clara is called to the phone) 

Ll Cia: Hello! 

L2 Nel : Hi! 

L3 Clara: Hi! 

L4 Nel : Whatcha doin/? 

LS Cia : Not much. 

L6Nei : y/wanna drink? 

L7 Cia: Yeah. 

L8 Nel : Okay. 

QUESTION 4 

When conversationalists encounter problems in talk, they have recourse to a 

repair mechanism. Using th~ excerpt below1 briefly discuss the notion of repair 

in talkl and inthe process identify the trouble sources and the nature of the 

repair mechanisms applied. 

= [30 marks] 

L1 Zee: I'm havin' some people to dinner this Saturday 

L2 and would really like you f com 

L3 Tee: Saturday or Su[nday?] 

L4 Zee: [ah.h ] old age, Sunday 

LS Tee: (.)If it's Sunday, yeah 

L6 Zee: great, I'm countin' ju IN= 

L7 Tee: =sure,definitely, >can't miss your spicy dishes< 

L7 Zee: (.) Sunday then (0.8) 

L8 Is your hel per off this weeken-? 




1120 Tee: °Noo, he is said to be suffering from °propero cancer:::: 

L9 Tee: no, ah yes, it's my COOK dear, not helper ((laughing)) 
110 lee: Oh, what's the difference? >COOK, HElPER, same thin' 
l1i Tee ah <: yeah, probabl'> 

(0.5) 

112 lee: .hh eh guess what? 

L13 Tee: mh hh what? 
114 Zee: my husband invited this friend of his from Malawi for dinner last month 
l1S Mr Kepu-[Ki- kepuJ, ah 
116 Tee: Mr [Mpupu] 
117 lee: Yeah that one 
L18 Tee: it turns out he °CAN'To join us this time around 
119 lee: He °turned down ° your invite? 

L2i Zee =(Iaughing) PO:STRA:TE cancer!! 
L22 




