
TITLE OF PAPER : Studies in the New Testament I 
COURSE CODE : TRS 301 
DURA TION : 2 Hours 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Choose and answer three (3) questions in all. 
2. Write in clear, grammatically correct sentences. 
3. The paper consists of five (5) printed pages cover page included. 
4. All questions carry equal marks. 
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Question 2 

"Mark's Gospel was little read and less studied .... No commentary of Mark appeared 
until the sixth century and not another until the ninth ... In sharp contrast, Mark has been 
the most popular of the Synoptics for scholars of the twentieth century" (Johnson 2010: 
143-144). Explain why the Gospel of Mark has become so popular with scholars and yet 
it is the shortest of all gospels? [20] 

Question 3 

In what ways can you explain the messianic secret in Mark given that Jesus taught and 
performed miracles in the public? [20] 

Question 4 

From the genealogy of Matthew, what do you find intriguing about the ancestry of Jesus? What 
does this genealogy inform you of Matthew as a writer? [20] 

IThis is the genealogy[1!] of Jesus the Messiah[l:!] the son ofDavid, the son of Abraham: 
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
Isaac the father of Jacob, 
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 
3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, 
Perez the father ofHezron, 
Hezron the father of Ram, 
4 Ram the father of Amminadab, 
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 
Nahshon the father of Salmon, 
S Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, 
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, 
Obed the father of Jesse, 
6 and Jesse the father of King David. 
David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah's wife, 
7 Solomon the father of Rehoboam, .. 
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Manasseh the father of Amon, 
Amon the father of Josiah, 

11 and Josiah the father of Jeconiah[Q] and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. 

12 After the exile to Babylon: 
Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, 
Shealtiel the father ofZerubbabel, 
13 Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, 
Abihud the father of Eliakim, 
Eliakim the father of Azor, 
14 Azor the father of Zadok, 
Zadok the father of Akim, 
Akim the father of Elihud, 
15 Elihud the father of Eleazar, 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, 
Matthan the father of Jacob, 
16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is 
called the Messiah. 

17 Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David 


Question 5 

"Do to others as you would have them do to you" (Luke 6:31, NIV). Do you think Jesus was the 
only teacher of the day who taught of the golden rule? 
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muraerous threats agamst the Lord's disciples. 
He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for 
letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that 
if he found any there who belonged to the 
Way, whether men or women, he might take 
them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared 
Damascus on his journey, sudden?: a light 
from heaven flashed around him. He fe11 to 
the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?" 
5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. 
"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he 
replied. 6 "Now get up and go into the city, and 
rou will be told what you must do." 

The men traveling with Saul stood there 
speechless; they heard the sound but did not 
see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but 
when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. 
So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 
9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or 
drink anything. 
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named 
Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, 
" Ananias! " 
"Yes, Lord," he answered. 
11 The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas 
on Straight Street and ask for a man from 
Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a 
vision he has seen a man named Ananias come 
and place his hands on him to restore his 
sight." 
13 "Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard 
many reports about this man and a11 the harm 
he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 
14 And he has come here with authority from 
the chief priests to arrest a11 who ca11 on your 

suaaenly a brIgnt light !rom neaven Ilasne 
around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a 
voice say to me, 'Saul! Saul! Why do you 

.\ 

rersecute me?' 
'''Who are you, Lord?' I asked. 

"'I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are 
persecuting,' he replied. 9 My companions saw 
the light, but they did not understand the voice 
of him who was speaking to me. 
10 '''What shall I do, Lord?' I asked. 
"'Get up,' the Lord said, 'and go into 
Damascus. There you will be told all that you 
have been assigned to do.' 11 My companions 
led me by the hand into Damascus, because the 
brilliance of the light had blinded me. 
12"A man named Ananias came to see me. He 
was a devout observer of the law and highly 
respected by a11 the Jews living there. 13 He 
stood beside me and said, 'Brother Saul, 
receive your sight!' And at that very moment I 
was able to see him. 
14 "Then he said: 'The God of our ancestors has 
chosen you to know his will and to see the 
Righteous One and to hear words from his 
mouth. 15 You will be his witness to all people 
of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now 
what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized 
and wash your sins away, calling on his name. 
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Saul, the Lord-Jesus, who appeared to you on 
the road as you were coming here-has sent 
me so that you may see again and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit." 18 Immediately, 
something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, 
and he could see again. He got up and was 
baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he 
regained his strength 

to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me 
in Aramaic, [!] 'Saul, Saul, why do you .\ 
persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against 
the goads.' 
15 "Then I asked, 'Who are you, Lord?' 
"'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting: the 
Lord replied. 16 'Now get up and stand on your 
feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a 
servant and as a witness of what you have seen 
and will see of me. 17 I will rescue you from 
your own people and from the Gentiles. I am 
sending you to them 18 to open their eyes and 
tum them from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God, so that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins and a place among 
those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 

" 
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