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Question 1 (25 marks) 

(a) Briefly, discuss the interactions of the following radiations with matter 

(i) p-rays [10] 

(li) y-rays [15] 

Question 2 (25 marks) 

(a) 	 A commonly employed activation method is the 'Neutron Activation Analysis', (NAA). 
For this method (i.e NAA) : 

(i) 	 Distinguish between the two types i.e RNAA and INAA. [2] 
(ii) 	 Discuss the general principles of this method and the general steps usually taken 

when employing this method. [5] 
(iii) 	 Identify the main sources ofneutrons for this method. [3].. 

(iv) 	 Give three advantages and two limitations ofthis method [5] 
(v) 	 Summarize the procedure for the INAA (instrumentation neutron activation analysis). 

[4] 
(b) 	 A 0.500-g sample of newly developed Ni alloy and 1.00-g of a standard alloy were set up 

in a nuclear reactor for irradiation with neutrons. On completion of irradiation, both the 
sample and the standard were allowed to cool. Their activities were found to be 1020 
counts/min for the sample and 3540 counts/min for the standard. If the standard was 
known to contain 5.93% w/w Ni, calculate the % w/w Ni in the new alloy, using the 
method of external standards. [6] 

Question 3 (25 marks) 

(a) 	 For the 'Isotope Dilution Analysis' : 
(i) Summarize the usual general procedure for the method. 	 [2] 

(ii) 	 Enumerate the requirements for a successful application ofthis method. [3] 
(iii) 	 Discuss the specific procedural steps involved when employing the Direct Isotope 

Dilution analysis for the particular analysis. [4] 

(b) 	 Summarize the advantages and limitations ofthe following isotope dilution analytical 
methods: 

(i) Direct Isotope dilution analysis, (DIDA). 
(ii) Indirect isotope dilution analysis, (lIDA). 

(iii) 	 Radiorelease method ofanalysis. [9] 



(c) During an isotope dilution experiment for the determination ofthe concentration of insulin 
in a sample, a 1.00-mg sample of insulin labeled with 14C, with an activity of 549 
counts/min was added to a 10.00mL sample. After an adequate sample homogenization, a 
portion of the insulin was separated and purified, producing 18.30mg ofpure insulin. The 
measured activity of the isolated insulin was 148 counts/min. Calculate the amount of 
insulin (in mg), present in the original sample. [7] 

,. 




QUESTION 4 [251 

(a) 	 State the difference between "batch extraction" and "continuous extraction" in analytical chemistry. (2) 

(b) 	 Metal chi oro complex MCI3 is extremely soluble in ether, with the distribution coefficient for a water/ether 

system being SO. Calculate the concentration of MCh left in SOml of aqueous O.OlMFeCh solution after 

extraction 

(i) once with a 10-mL portion of ether (1) 

(ii) once with a 20--mL portion of ether (1) 

(iii) twice with 10mL portions of ether (1) 

ec) 	 Describe two ways of recovering analytes from an organic solvent during the stripping stage of solvent 

extraction. (4) 

(d) Flow injection analysis with atomic absorption detection is a hyphenated analytical technique used to 

measure hexavalent chromium in waste water sludges. 
 II' 

(i) Draw and label an FIA system. (4) 

(ii) Use diagrams to describe the concept of the "Nernst Diffusion Layer" in flow injection analysis. (4) 

(iii) Use drawings to explain how a phase separator works in flow injection analysis. (4) 

(iv) How is quantification of Cr (VI) carried out in an FlA-AAS instrument? (4) 

QUESTION 5 [25] 

a. 	 The inductively coupled plasma, coupled to a mass spectrometer, is one of the most useful hyphenated 
techniques in use today. 

(i) 	 Use diagrams to explain how the excitation temperatures of the ICP are measured. (4) 

(ii) 	 What excellent characteristics make the ICP an ideal source for analytical mass spectrometry? (2) 

b. There are certain operational difficulties associated with coupling a quadrupole unit to an ICP. 

(i) 	 Draw a schematic diagram of an ICP-MS instrument that uses a quadrupole unit, and explain how ions from 
the ICP are separated in the quadrupole unit. (4) 

(ii) 	 Use diagrams to explain how the interface in an ICP-MS instrument works. (3) 

(iii) 	 How are the ions coming out of the quadrupole detected? (3) 

c. 	 Discuss each of the following interferences in ICP-MS 

i) Isobaric interferences (3) 



ii) Polyatomic interferences (3) 


iii) Doubly charged ion interferences (3) 


QUESTION 6 [25) 

(a) 	 Use a diagram to e~plain why a double focusing magnetic analyzer is superior over a single focusing instrument 
in GC-MS. (3) 

(b) 	 The interface is very important in coupling a GC to a mass spectrometer. 

(i) 	 Use a diagram to explain how direct coupling works, and describe the most appropriate columns for 
this type of interfacing. (4) 

(ii) 	 Use a diagram to explain how a jet separator works in GC-MS. (3) 

(iii) 	 Use a diagram to explain how an effusion separator works in GC-MS (3).. 
(c) 	 Ionization of analytes from a gas chromatograph is one of the most essential steps prior to introduction into a 

mass analyzer. 

(i) 	 Use a diagram to explain how electron ionization is achieved in GC-MS. (3) 

(ii) 	 Use a diagram to explain how chemical ionization is achieved in GC-MS. (3) 

(d) In HPLC-MS, 

(i) 	 Explain how flow splitting is achieved. (3) 

(ii) 	 Use a diagram to explain how electrospray ionization is achieved.(3) 
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