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1. 	 Define and identify a social problem. Discuss Herbert Blumer's phases in the career 
of the social problem. 

2. 	 Macionis, J. (2008) defines a social problem as, "a condition that undermines the 

well-being of some or all members ofa society and is usually a matter ofpublic 
controversy". Using your contextual understanding of social problems discuss this 
definition. lllustrate your answer. 

3. 	 Imagine something that you consider a personal problem between two people. 

(a) How would symbolic interactionism explain this problem? 
(b) How would conflict theory explain the problem? 

4. 	 Analyse social issues that are included in the new 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). What strategies according to you are necessary to achieve one of the stated 
goals? 

5. 	 Using the Swaziland situation and context; what would be the role and impact of 
education, employment and a positive environment in breaking the cycle ofpoverty? 

6. 	 Discuss social problems that have arisen due to the HIV and AIDS pandemic in 
Swaziland. 


