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Question 1 

Examine the notion of conflicting imperatives in law and its implication for social 
work practice. 

Question 2 

'Law is not neutral' within the text of the law itself (statutes, regulations) and through 
to implementation, value positions are revealed. Discuss this statement in relation to 
its implication for social work practice. 

Question 3 

Examine the role of social workers in protecting the elderly population against abuse. 

Question 4 

"All courts exist to uphold the law ... Without the rule of law and courts to enforce it, 
each one of us would be free to push and bully our fellow citizens and (which may be 
thought more important) our fellow citizens would be free to push and bully us. The 
justification for the law, the courts and the rule of law is that they protect us from 
unfair and oppressive actions by others; but if we are to have that protection we must 
ourselves accept that the law applies to us too and limits our freedom" (Sir John 
Donaldson in Heaton's Transport v. TG\VU (1972». 

Discuss this quote paying attention to its implication for social work practice. 

Question 5 

In what circumstances is discrimination lawful? Use examples to support your views. 

Question 6 

The basic rule is that lower courts must follow the decisions of the higher courts in 
cases which are, in all material respects, the same. The operation of precedent, or 
stare decisis (roughly translated as 'the decision is to stand ') depends on being able to 

find out what the higher courts have decided and on a clear system of courts in a 
defined relationship to each other. 

Critically discuss the implications of precedents in the courts in relation to social 

work practice. 



